A Newsletter for Supporters 


of Concordia University 


Welcome to The Gift, 

a newsletter intended 

to inform supporters of 
Concordia University 

of events, issues and 
accomplishments related 
to fundraising and 


volunteerism. 


Your investment in 
Concordia is vitally 
important. Your gifts 

help the University fulfil 
its academic mission, 
create scholarship endow- 
ments, and help build 
and maintain Concordia’s 


infrastructure. 


We hope that you, our 
donors, find this newsletter 
both informative and 


entertaining. 
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Yesterday’s News is Today’s Treasure 


Concordia’s BBC News- 
Diniacopoulos Collection is 

an invaluable record of 

recent world history 

BY SYLVAIN COMEAU 


hen Concordia professor 

Denis Diniacopoulos died 
in 1997, friends, colleagues 
and students of the popular 
communications studies teacher 
and researcher were much 
saddened. Diniacopoulos, 
however, left a remarkable 
legacy: a vast, truly unique col- 
lection of audio tapes of world 
news programs broadcast by 
the BBC World Service, all 
recorded off-air by 
Diniacopoulos during a 17- 
year period from the early 
1970s to the mid-’80s. 

The late professor's mother, 
Olga Diniacopoulos (who's 
also since passed away), 
donated the collection to 
Concordia shortly after her 
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son’s death, with a provision 
that the fragile tapes be 
dubbed onto a more perma- 
nent medium. The tapes are 
now housed in the archives 
of the Concordia Centre for 
Broadcasting Studies (CCBS), 
located in Samuel Bronfman 
House, the University’s new 
research and publications site. 
Howard Fink, Concordia 
professor emeritus of English, 
founding director of the 
CCBS and currently its head 
of archives, was chosen to 
appraise the BBC News- 
Diniacopoulos Collection for 
tax purposes, and to archive 
and dub the tapes. Fink credits 
others at the University for 
helping on this venture, partic- 
ularly Donat Taddeo, L BA 67, 
a long-time colleague of 
Diniacopoulos and executive 
vice-chair of Concordia’s 
Campaign for a New 
Millennium at the time of 
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the donation; sociology and anthropology which spanned this whole period. It was mainly 
professor Greg Nielsen, who's the current director Diniacopoulos’s concern for capturing objective truth 
of the CCBS; and Martin Singer, dean of the Faculty _in the Cold War confrontations between the Soviets 
of Arts & Science. and the West that motivated his recording of the 

Fink discovered that the 9,100 hours of BBC highly regarded BBC news. 
news recorded daily by Diniacopoulos from 1970 Fink has obtained legal permission to research the 
to 1986 were the only surviving complete records BBC programs, and at the CCBS he is now beginning 
of these broadcasts: the BBC holds only some 60 the task of digitally dubbing the whole BBC News- 
hours of these programs in its own archives, and Diniacopoulos Collection to CD, which will take more 
none exist elsewhere. than a year to complete. But already potential 

The importance of these tapes, Fink explains, is researchers at Concordia and across North America 
that “they are a central historical record of world are showing keen awareness of the collection, he 
news and news commentaries, and of BBC corre- reports, including “academics in communications 
spondents’ interviews with world figures.” Moreover, studies, but also sociologists, historians, economists, 
the 1970-86 period included many significant political scientists — you name the discipline.” Fink 
events, such as the Vietnam War, the Nixon- adds that there have been continuing discussions 
Watergate scandal, Israeli-Arab clashes, the between Concordia and the BBC for the further use 
Falklands War, the troubles in Northern Ireland, of these records in BBC’s own future programming. 
the Trudeau era and especially the Cold War, While the collection was appraised at $38,000, 


Fink feels that its real worth 
far exceeds any dollar fig- 
ure. David Brown, director 
of Gift Planning in the Office 
of University Advancement 
& Alumni Relations, agrees: 
“For our University, a collec- 
tion that has research merit 
or historical significance is 
as valuable to our mission 
as a monetary gift.” 


To make archival donations, 
contact David Brown, 
Director, Gift Planning, at 
the Office of University 
Advancement & Alumni 
Relations, (514) 848-4859, 


Howard Fink and the BBC news tapes at the Concordia Centre for drown @alcor.concordia.ca. 


Broadcasting Studies. 


For further information, or to inform Concordia University of a planned bequest, please contact 


David BROWN, Director, Gift Planning, at (514) 848-4859. 
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Going the Extra Mile for Students 


For car moguls Norman Hébert Sr. and 
Norman Hébert Jr., commitment to Concordia 
is a family affair 

BY DIANE MCPEAK 


1@) ur family was educated at Concordia, and 
we wanted to give something back. | wanted 
to do something meaningful for students.” So 
explains Norman Hébert Sr. on his personal and 
financial commitment to the University. 

Hébert, a canvasser in the Major Gifts Division 
of Concordia’s Campaign for a New Millennium 
(1996-99) and a donor in the Leadership Gifts 
Division, recently created a graduate fellowship 
endowment that annually awards $5,000 to a 
mechanical engineering graduate student. As Xiang 
Gao, the first recipient of the Norman D. Hébert 
Master’s Fellowship, says, “I think the most important 
thing is that this award will allow me to do further 
research. This kind of support is essential for stu- 
dents.” Xiang, a second-year mechanical engineer- 
ing graduate student, researches anti-lock braking 
systems at CONCAVE (Concordia Centre for 
Advanced Vehicle Engineering). Selection of the 
recipient is based on both financial need and 
academic merit. 

Norman Hébert Sr. has been in the automobile 
industry for nearly 50 years. He’s the former presi- 
dent and now chair of the board of Groupe Park 
Avenue, a Montreal car-leasing company with 
3,000 vehicles. In 1969 he founded the Salon 
Internationale de |’auto de Montréal, which 
represents several auto manufacturers and where 
new car models are launched. 

Norman Hébert Sr.’s contributions to Concordia 
have earned him membership in the Rector’s Circle 
for several years and in the recently launched 


Norman Hébert Jr. and Norman Hébert Sr. at 
their Park Avenue BMW dealership. 


Millennium Circle, the two gift societies that recog- 
nize Concordia’s top echelon of donors. “I really 
enjoy being a member of the Rector’s Circle,” he 
says. “I like to keep up with all the various activities 
at the University, particularly with the fellowship.” 

“As a canvasser, Norman Hébert Sr. is an excel- 
lent role model,” says Dolly Shinhat-Ross, BA 88, 
coordinator of donor relations and events in 
Concordia’s Office of University Advancement & 
Alumni Relations. “His own gift and choice of 
designation demonstrate his understanding of his 
responsibility as a canvasser as well as the need 
to support higher education.” 


continued on last page 


6 This is the best surprise | have ever been given because it makes my financial worries go 
down tremendously. With this award, | can afford to have at least one semester devoted 
entirely to school. This award makes me even more proud of coming to Concordia.9 9 


— Concordia student on the value of scholarships and fellowships 
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Win-win situation could soon end 


Gifts of publicly listed securities provide tax savings 
for donors, but those days may be numbered 


BY DAVID BROWN, 
DIRECTOR, GIFT PLANNING 


A welcome boon to philanthropy may soon be 
coming to an end. 

In 1997, the Canadian federal government 
launched a five-year experimental tax incentive, 
reducing the tax rate for capital gains on gifts of pub- 
licly listed securities (i.e., stocks and mutual funds) to 
50 percent of the capital gains inclusion rate. At that 
time, the capital gains inclusion rate was 75 percent; 
in 2000, the government dropped it to 50 percent, 
effectively lowering the tax rate for capital gains on 
donated publicly listed securities to 25 percent. 

This incentive has significantly reduced the real 
cost of a donation. To explain: If someone donates 
cash derived from earned income to a charitable 
organization, for instance, Concordia, they will have 
already paid income tax on that amount. If the 
donor were to instead acquire the cash for the 
donation by selling securities, they would still be 
taxed on 50 percent of the capital gain (the net 
proceeds minus the net cost). 

If, however, the donor makes a gift of publicly 
listed securities directly to Concordia, they only 


continued from page 3 

Although Norman Hébert Sr. is not an alumnus, 
Concordia is definitely part of the Hébert family. 
“| decided to donate to Concordia because my wife, 
Johanne, studied at Sir George, my son, Norman, 
[BCom 77], graduated from Loyola, and my grand- 
daughter, Annie Hébert Lalonde [BCom 97], also grad- 
uated from Concordia,” he says. “My granddaughter 
Kathleen will probably attend Concordia in the future.” 

The elder Hébert's commitment is shared by his 
son, Norman Hébert Jr., who volunteers as a mem- 
ber on Concordia’s Annual Campaign Committee. 
The president and CEO of Groupe Park Avenue also 


need to add 25 percent of the gain to their taxable 
income. (The government deems the fair market 
value of the securities to be its closing price on the 
day that they’re transferred to the University’s broker- 
age account.) Concordia issues a receipt — another 
tax credit — for the full market value of the gift. 

This incentive helps both the donor, who gets a 
tax break, and charitable organizations, because it 
encourages more and larger donations. Gifts of pub- 
licly traded securities now account for 13.9 percent 
of receipted donations, up from 0.3 percent in 1996. 

The five-year experimental incentive is due to 
expire on December 31, 2001. A number of 
organizations concerned with philanthropy have 
been actively lobbying the federal government to 
extend it — or make it permanent. At Concordia, 
this tax inducement became an important feature 
of the University’s successful capital campaign 
(1996-99). And for many current donors, gifts of 
publicly listed securities remain a viable option — 
one that, hopefully, will continue to allow for 
increased support of Concordia and its students. 


For further information on gifts of publicly 
listed securities, contact David Brown, 
Director, Gift Planning, (514) 848-4859, 
dbrown@alcor.concordia.ca. 


has a law degree from the University of Ottawa. 
“| have a strong attachment to Concordia,” he says. 
“My years there were formative. | co-chaired the 
Winter Carnival in 1976, was vice-president of the 
Loyola Students’ Association and was involved on 
many different committees.” Norman Hébert Jr. 
adds, “That gave me a taste for running a business, 
as well as the confidence to demonstrate managerial 
and leadership skills, which has served me well.” 
The father-and-son team both agree that their 
relationship with the University is special. Clearly, 
the two car moguls are helping Concordia students 
make their own tracks in education. 


6 6 Having been exposed for five years to the hardships related to part-time work during 
full-time studies, | now realize that concentrating on my studies yields very positive results. 
| cannot thank you enough for believing in me and giving me a helping hand.9 9 


— Concordia student on the value of scholarships and fellowships 


